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Dear Friends,Dear Friends,
Having just recently participatedHaving just recently participated

in Commencement for the Classin Commencement for the Class

of 2019, it is natural to pause andof 2019, it is natural to pause and

reflect upon the past school year.reflect upon the past school year.

It was one filled with successesIt was one filled with successes

but the passing of our belovedbut the passing of our beloved

Fr. Bill Sangiovanni served as aFr. Bill Sangiovanni served as a

poignant moment in our school’spoignant moment in our school’s

timeline. For four decades,timeline. For four decades,

Father was synonymous withFather was synonymous with

Notre Dame. A day didn’t passNotre Dame. A day didn’t pass

when his love for our school andwhen his love for our school and

each student weren’t on display.each student weren’t on display.

He was a friend and mentor toHe was a friend and mentor to

many, myself included. We missmany, myself included. We miss

Father each day but know thatFather each day but know that

he is cheering us on from above.he is cheering us on from above.

This issue ofThis issue of ImpactImpact magazine ismagazine is

dedicated to him.dedicated to him.

I invite you to honor Fr. Bill’s vastI invite you to honor Fr. Bill’s vast

legacy to our community. Let uslegacy to our community. Let us

work together in his memory towork together in his memory to

ensure that Notre Dame continuesensure that Notre Dame continues

to flourish.to flourish.

All the best,All the best,

Christopher Cipriano
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STUDENT LEARNING  

Two clubs introduced this year 
highlight the importance of STEM

THE BROADCAST CLUB, headed by History 

Teacher Mike Winkler, takes advantage of 

Notre Dame’s relationship with Sacred Heart 

University to access their state-of-the-art 

TV and media suite. “We meet weekly to 

plan and write the show, which includes 

news updates, and maybe an interview or 

entertainment piece,” says Sean Hussey ’19 

(Oxford), club president. The students have 

learned to manage the lighting equipment, 

camera and editing software under the 

guidance of SHU Instructor Greg Golda. They 

rotate positions so that everyone gets a 

chance to use the equipment.  

“I’ve always had an interest in filmmaking, and 

this has been an opportunity I couldn’t pass 

up,” notes Hussey, who acknowledges that 

his time spent with the club has provided him 

with experience far greater than anything 

he had done before. And, he notes, he has 

parlayed those skills into a job working in SHU’s 

broadcast and media department this summer. 

The club has produced several shows, which 

can be viewed at https://vimeo.com/ndffld.

Also launched this year, the Esports Club, 

which offers students access to participate 

in competitive video gaming. “This is the first 

high school esports program in the country. 

In fact, there were only five states competing 

in this inaugural season,” explains Technology 

Department Chair Radley Manzo, the club’s 

coach. “The students play a game called 

League of Legends, which is a five person, 

strategic multiplayer game with an element 

of fantasy.” While students can practice on 

their own, a coach must be present during a 

match with another school.  “Like any other 

sport, players are learning collaboration, 

problem-solving skills, and strategy,” says 

Manzo. Esports, he says, gives students who 

may not be athletic a chance to experience 

being part of a team and to operate tactically 

in organized matches. A soccer-style game 

will be introduced next year.

Esports is growing in popularity, and 200 

colleges and universities offer nearly $10 

million in scholarships to the best players. 

RJ Stueber ’19, Meghan Burke ’19, Tyler Romano ’19

Notre Dame’s first-ever esports team 

combines strategy and skill to participate 

in competitive video gaming.
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BUILDING WITH 3D TECHNOLOGY 

Making it Real
CREATING A WORKING HAND

for a child who lacks one seems 

like something that can only 

be done in the laboratory of a 

scientific research facility. But 

with the purchase of several 3D 

printers, made possible by a 

$12,000 “Community Building with 3D Technology” 

grant from Foundations in Education, Notre Dame 

STEM Club students have done just that. 

“After the students learned how to draft designs 

using a CAD program, they printed and assembled a 

Phoenix v2 prosthetic hand,” explains Kathy Almeida, 

chairman of the science department. (Phoenix v2 is 

the name of a particular model of hand that requires 

the user to have a functional wrist and some palm.) 

“They then submitted pictures and videos to the 

E-Nable Organization, a global group of volunteers 

who use 3D printing to better the lives of others.” 

Student efforts were rewarded with approval from 

E-Nable for the STEM Club to print a hand for a child 

in need. 

The printers are also being used to create educational 

toys for immigrant children. One project, for example, 

involves printing models of endangered animals, 

along with a card describing that animal in English 

and Spanish. Another extends a biology lesson on 

organisms living in pond water. As teachers become 

more familiar with the software, the printers will be 

used in other science classes and for additional 

service projects. 

A model of the Phoenix 

v2 hand.

Kathy Almeida, Jeremiah Vidal ’20, Xavier Schneiderman ’21



English Teacher Marc Sulzycki holds a copy of Refugee, a powerful book that spurred a lot of 
discussion about the refugee crisis, immigration, and our role as humanitarians. 

SUMMER READING PROGRAMSUMMER READING PROGRAM

One School,One School,
One BookOne Book

CHOOSING A BOOK FOR NOTRE DAME’S One School, One Book 

summer reading program is a challenge. “It has to be suitable for 

incoming freshmen as well as seniors,” notes English and Social 

Studies Department Co-Chair Marc Sulzycki, who was on the 

committee to choose last summer’s title. “We want a title that’s 

appealing, of course, but it must be more than just a summer 

reading book. It has to be weighty enough that we can build off its 

message in class.” 

Last summer’s book, Refugee, by Alan Gratz, certainly met that 

criteria. A work of historical fiction, it highlights the journeys taken 

by three teenagers and their families—a Jewish teen fleeing Nazi 

Germany, a Cuban teen escaping the island in a raft in the 1990s, 

and a Syrian boy trying to find refuge after violence erupts in 

his hometown of Aleppo. The selection of the book was driven 

largely by current events, and also by Pope Francis’s call to action 

regarding the refugee crisis across the world. The United Nations 

Refugee Agency estimates that there are 68.5 million displaced 

people around the world today.

“Although the characters in the book are fictitious, the context is 

real and well researched,” says Sulzycki. “The book is incredibly 

relevant, and it does a remarkable job of taking complex world 

issues and making them human.”

Studying the crisis gave students a chance to consider their 

obligations to others as Christians and human beings,“ says 

Sulzycki. “The book allows us to look at the refugee crisis through 

the lens of faith and to use research and inquiry to round out  

our understanding of 

the situation.” 

Throughout the 

year, teachers spun 

class lessons around 

different aspects of the 

immigration issue. In 

Mrs. Almeida’s science 

class, for example, 

students used the new 

3D printers (see page 

2) and Tinkercad software to create educational items for children 

in refugee camps. Ms. Mazal’s theology class examined the refugee 

crisis through the lens of Catholic Social Teaching, while other 

classes took a deep dive into research and created presentations on 

areas where the refugee crisis is especially intense right now. 

Manjot Singh ’19 (Ansonia) was in a class tasked with researching 

an area that is currently grappling with a large number of refugees; 

she chose to look at Bangladesh. “Most of the refugees are children, 

and that relates directly to the book,” she says. Reading the three 

narratives touched her, in part because her own parents came to 

the United States from India. “I understand how hard it can 

sometimes be to stay in the country where you were born. I’m very 

happy that our school made the decision to read this book because 

it’s so important to know what’s going on in the world around us, 

not just in our little bubble in America.” 

A few of the Tinkercad educational items 
printed on the new 3D printers.
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Offering our students opportunities to witness and embrace the transformative love of  

God is central to our mission. Notre Dame students live this calling at our school and in  

our global community.   

Kindness is Catchy
THE HIGH POINT OF THIS DECEMBER’S OUR LADY DAY

celebration was a talk given by Orly Wahba, a former teacher and 

the author of Kindness Boomerang: How to Save the World (and 

Yourself) Through 365 Daily Acts.

A native of Brooklyn, N.Y., Ms. Wahba, who described herself as 

shy and “super insecure” in high school, noted that her family’s 

greatest tragedy indirectly led to her greatest strength. When she 

was in high school, the family home burned down. Though no one 

was hurt, her close-knit family ended up living separately. When 

she later went into a spiraling depression that lasted months, she 

became painfully aware that no one outside the family called or 

checked in on her. “I made the decision then to be there for people 

the way that I wished somebody was there for me.”

During her seven years as a classroom teacher, Wahba started 

The Kindness Project, passing out cards outlining specific acts 

of kindness (“Call a friend you haven’t talked to in a while”; “Give 

up your place in line”; “Tell your parents you love them”) which 

students were to act upon, then pass on to another student. 

Wahba has since left teaching and has begun Life Vest Inside, an 

organization with a mission to inspire and empower people to lead 

a life of kindness, with the hope of preventing social issues such as 

bullying and substance abuse. 

“We’ve talked about the idea that kindness is catchy before, but 

here’s someone who has put those ideas into action, both in her 

classroom and more widely, through her organization,” says Jessica 

Medoff, director of campus ministry. “Her talk tied in perfectly with 

our 26 Acts of Kindness month, and we’ve had good discussions 

with students on the domino effect of a single act of kindness.”

The inspirational talk wasn’t lost on students. “I was incredibly 

impressed and moved. She reminded me of how much power we 

have over our lives and the lives of others just by being kind,” says 

Sophie Stachurski ’20 (Trumbull). After the talk, students passed 

out kindness cards as well as “catch” cards—given when you “catch” 

someone in the act of being kind. “That inspired students and faculty 

to be more conscious of what they could do each day,” she says.

Other Our Lady Day activities included Mass, a performance by the 

Yale Whiffenpoofs, and community service projects. At the end of the 

day, awards were given to students and faculty who best embodied 

the traits of Mary: extraordinary faith, courage, and patience.

“We are blessed to have support from individuals who understand 

the value of activities like this for our students,” says Julie (Coyle) 

Davis ’90, director of advancement. “The Notre Dame Advisory 

Board and Love Life Foundation underwrote Our Lady Day, and we 

are grateful for their assistance.” 

You could feel the kindness in the air after author Orly Wahba’s “Kindness Boomerang” talk. Pictured here: Rosa Badolato ’19, Brendan Williams ’20, 
Sophie Stachurski ’19, Annalee Gaudreau ’19, Linda Pham ’19, Manjot Singh ’19 with “kindness” and “catch” cards.

Notre Dame High School4
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Student Eucharistic Ministers
“WHENEVER WE CELEBRATED A FULL-SCHOOL MASS, I 

would lean toward staff to deliver Communion,” says Deacon 

John DiTaranto. “I began to wonder why we were not looking for 

students who are clearly faith-filled to deliver the sacrament.” 

And with that thought in mind, Notre Dame’s first six student 

Eucharistic ministers were born. 

Though students do readings and serve on the altar at Catholic 

schools, having them serve as Eucharistic ministers is not at all 

common. “I was looking for students for whom Mass was an 

integral part of their lives. They know the liturgy and their faith is 

strong,” says DiTaranto. 

Before serving, the six—all seniors—went through a training to 

learn the norms and protocol for Eucharistic ministers. “There 

are guidelines to establish commonality, so that the liturgy from 

one parish to another is the same. The norms are also guidelines 

to establish respect about what Communion is all about,” says 

DiTaranto. 

Leanne Onofrio ’19 (West Haven) has always been an active 

participant in the diocesan activities of her parish and is a member 

of the youth group there. Even with her background, she found 

the Eucharistic minister training very informative. “I was impressed 

by the fact that there is a purpose for the way each step is done 

during the Mass,” she says. “There’s a reason things are placed 

where they are, there’s a reason they are handled the way they 

are. It gave me a deeper understanding of and appreciation for the 

liturgy.” She says it is a particularly meaningful experience to be 

able to give the Eucharist to classmates and teachers.

“Part of the encounter with Christ is to stand in front of one’s peers 

and declare that they are part of the liturgy,” says DiTaranto. “These 

seniors are incredible. I believe they were all called to do this.” 

ND Seniors with Deacon John DiTaranto.
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Friendships flourishing in service of others—Elizabeth LeFrance ’21, Alexa 
Volpacchio ’21, Nilsa Laine ’20, Chrishna Laporte ’20, Kathrina Alteus ’20.

A Day of Service
“ONE OF THE MOST GRATIFYING THINGS about Service 

Day for me is that it keeps growing every year,” says Jessica 

Medoff, director of campus ministry. “This past November, we 

had 418 students participating at 40 sites.” 

In the 10 years since the first Service Day, the event has become 

an integral part of the school’s DNA. This year, students raked 

leaves at Beardsley Park, served meals at several shelters, 

and made Thanksgiving crafts with people in a nursing home. 

The most popular site on this year’s job board? Grooming 

and playing with the dogs at a center that trains them to help 

people with disabilities.

Participating in Service Day is a great way to meet and bond 

with students outside one’s social circle, notes Aryanna 

Ogando ’19 (Bridgeport), who was part of the group that 

worked with service dogs. “On the bus alone, I chatted with 

kids I had never talked to before,” she says. The group learned 

to groom the dogs, and about the intense training the dogs—

and their adopters—go through.

Eric Spencer is director of education at St. Catherine Academy 

in Bridgeport. “We had a fantastic group of Notre Dame 

students join us that day. Students completed much needed 

yard work and then spent the rest of the day interacting with 

our students, playing games, participating in physical education 

classes, sharing lunch and creating cards for veterans,” he says. 

“It was a positive, memorable day for all.”

“Service not only makes students better citizens, but better 

Christians and better humans as well.  We hope to inspire this 

generation to see all the ways they can use their gifts, talents, 

and passion to make the world a better place, starting with one 

person or service trip at a time,” says Medoff. 

If you know of a nonprofit in need of help, contact Jessica Medoff at 

jmedoff @notredame.org.

Mission Trip to Peru: 
Bienvenido a Peru
“OUR MISSION AT NOTRE DAME is to be imitators of Christ,” 

says Jessica Mazal, theology teacher. “As a school, we try 

our hardest to imitate our Lord through acts of mercy and 

service.” Service work and mission trips are integral to a Notre 

Dame education. This summer’s two week trip to Lima, Peru, 

is an opportunity for students to combine works of service 

with experience in what it’s like to live life on the margins in a 

developing country. 

The seven students and one alumna participating in the July 

trip have spent the past few months seeking donations from 

individuals and families, holding bake sales, and creating a 

GoFundMe page to raise money for travel and for the supplies 

needed to build a daycare center in Laderas de Chillon, a 

shantytown north of Lima. They also sought donations of 

toothbrushes, combs, and other basics to leave behind.

The trip is organized through Cruz Blanca (“White Cross”) 

Missions, a Catholic nonprofit based in Peru. Although the 

students will work on building the center, says Mazal, the other 

essential facet of their mission is to create an ‘environment of 

encounter,’ praying with and getting to know the residents of the 

community. In her experience with mission trips, says Mazal, “I 

find those on the receiving end often appreciate the love 

received even more than the goods provided.” 

If you’d like to support our students on their mission to Peru, you 
can make a donation at www.notredame.org/give and note “Peru 
trip” in the field provided.

Notre Dame High School6
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2019

Lancer Legacy Gala
Carole Christy Surina Educator Award

Rev. Peter Cipriani, former Notre Dame 

theology teacher, frequent mission 

trip chaperone, and now pastor at 

Assumption Parish in Fairfield.  

Sister Marion Rielly Leadership Award

George Estrada ’79, a member of  

the Notre Dame Advisory Board 

as well as many others within the 

community, volunteer at countless 

Notre Dame events, and currently  

vice president for facilities at the 

University of Bridgeport. 

Community Impact Award 

Bill ’68 and Mary Ellen ’70 Hass

have worked tirelessly in their 

professional lives and in a variety  

of volunteer activities to support  

the needs of others.   

Notre Dame Parent Award 

Kathy Rohr, P’13, ’17, ’20, dependable 

volunteer in all things, especially 

the Drama Club, team mom for the 

cross-country and bowling teams, and 

Service Day chaperone.

Excellence in Education Award 

Charlotte Ebling (posthumously), 

English teacher for 25 years and 

ultimate storyteller who made her 

classroom “come alive.” Charlotte’s 

granddaughters joined us to accept  

her award.

Mary Guarino, chair of the Modern 

Language Department and a Notre 

Dame faculty “legend” of 41 years. 

Known for always putting students 

first, Mary earns high praise from 

colleagues and students alike. 

Notre Dame Alumni Hall of Fame Inductees

LEFT TO RIGHT: First Lieutenant Thomas J. Brown ’00

(posthumously); Michael Florence ’82; Rev. George Lucas, 

C.S.C. ’62

LEFT TO RIGHT: Meghan McCloat ’08; Raynelle Swilling ’87; 

Dr. Mark Wilchinsky ’70

Athletic Hall of Fame Inductees

LEFT TO RIGHT: Bill Hite ’04; Georgia Chirigos Papakosmas 

’96; Robert Pavia ’65

Team Inductee

1961 Football Team

At the Gala, Notre Dame honored the following:
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ARTS FEATURE

Broadway Bound
The chance to see Aladdin on Broadway, meet the actor who plays 

the title character, and take a dance class with the play’s dance 

captain . . . it’s an amazing opportunity for any student with a flair 

for drama and a love of dance. 

Thanks to a $4,800 Innovation and 

Leadership grant for the performing arts 

from Foundations in Education and a $1,000 

grant from the Noreen Boyne Decker Trust, 

27 Notre Dame dance and drama students 

were able to do just that this past January.

The diocesan grant, which was awarded in 

February 2018, has actually helped defray the 

costs for two groups of students heading to 

the Theatre District through trips arranged by 

Dance Teacher Sally Hong. Last year, Dance 

Club students were treated to a performance 

of The Lion King.

“I had actually done a segment on African 

dance with the students the year before,  

so going to see The Lion King, with its 

African overtones, was very relevant,” says 

Hong. Although ballet and tap form the 

foundation of her classes, each year she 

mixes it up with another dance form, such  

as hip hop or jazz. 

“The arts are vital to the development of 

the whole person, and Notre Dame has 

made it a priority to offer arts education as 

part of its academic curriculum,” continues 

Hong. “Youth are inherently drawn to 

ND Dance Teacher Sally Hong with 

longtime friend and Aladdin lead, 

Telly Leung.
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dance, whether they perform or watch it, and it is a 

wonderful way to connect to the students.”

Megan Loiz ’20 (Shelton) was fortunate enough to 

attend both trips. “It’s been such a great experience 

to learn from different professionals,” she says, noting 

that the class is currently working on an African 

dance piece for Diversity Celebration. “When I 

rehearse, I’m very conscious of taking what I learned 

from The Lion King about holding my body down low 

and keeping my movements loose and fluid.”

This year’s trip to see Aladdin was just as successful. 

Before the show, Dance Captain Mike Cannon taught 

students the original choreography to “Arabian 

Nights,” the play’s opening number. Later, they 

performed the piece for Aladdin lead Telly Leung. 

“That was pretty nerve-racking!” admits Maryam 

Muhammad ’19 (Bridgeport).

“One of the most interesting parts of the trip was 

the chance to ask questions of the performers and 

find out how they got where they are,” continues 

Muhammad, who also participated in both trips. For 

instance, Telly Leung, the son of Chinese immigrants, 

admitted that his parents expected him to become a 

doctor or lawyer. For years, they resisted his love of 

the stage, and it was only after he coaxed his mother 

to watch a drama class when he was at Carnegie 

Mellon that she came to support his dreams. 

Leung has long been a friend of Hong’s—they met 

back in the days when Hong herself was dancing on 

Broadway.  Now in her sixth year of teaching at Notre 

Dame, Hong hasn’t given up the limelight entirely. 

Recently, she performed in Broadway’s Red Bucket 

Follies, an annual fundraiser benefitting Broadway 

Cares/Equity Fights AIDS. The opening number 

paid homage to 1958’s Flower Drum Song, and Hong 

both performed in and taught the other dancers the 

choreography to the iconic “Fan Tan Fannie” song. “It 

was so special to me, in part because I taught that 

same choreography to my students two years ago,” 

recalls Hong.

The Foundations in Education grant also enabled the 

Arts Department to purchase a new sound system, a 

necessity for dance students. “When you can hear 

the music, you dance better,” says Muhammed. The 

new system was also a big plus for pep rallies and 

other school events.

AT TOP Students gather before the big show.; ABOVE LEFT Practice makes perfect: Sally Hong and students learn the choreography to 

the opening number of Aladdin.; ABOVE RIGHT Aladdin Dance Captain Mike Cannon (front row, baseball cap) kept students on their toes 

during their visit. Aladdin lead Telly Leung (front row, blue tee shirt) joined the group after their dance lesson.

“ The arts are vital to the development of the 

whole person, and Notre Dame has made 

it a priority to offer arts education as part 

of its academic curriculum. . . . Youth are 

inherently drawn to dance, whether they 

perform or watch it, and it is a wonderful 

way to connect to the students.”

—DANCE TEACHER SALLY HONG
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REMEMBERING

Fr. Bill Sangiovanni 
1941–2019

BY NINA M. RICCIO



“AT OUR OPEN HOUSES, FR. BILL

would give this inspiring speech about 

the diversity of Notre Dame,” remembers 

Theresa (Saia) Marzik ’79, director of 

special events/alumni relations. “‘Notre 

Dame is a patchwork quilt,’ he would say. 

‘A replica of the world, with many different 

pieces, sizes, colors. And if one piece is 

removed it would be boring and drab, but 

put together, we are beautiful!’“

“During Father’s wake, it occurred to me 

that he was like the quilt that he spoke of 

so often . . . his life was a patchwork filled 

with so many people, places, and events. 

All these different parts of his life made him 

the amazing person he was.”  

In an interview with students, Fr. Bill was 

asked if he had any life lessons to impart. 

“Don’t get bent out of shape for the littlest 

things, it ruins everything,” he said, adding 

that developing friendships is so important. 

“Friends are treasures, you can’t beat that.” 

Without a doubt, Fr. Bill had many 

treasures. We asked just a few of them to 

share some of their favorite memories of 

our beloved Padre. 

Fr. Bill (“Sange”) Sangiovanni has often been described as the ‘beating heart of Notre Dame,’ 

and through his roles he was certainly that. But his death in February was mourned by hundreds 

of people from so many different areas of his life . . . as priest, politician, prison chaplain . . . and 

friend to many.

www.notredame.org 11



I first met Fr. Bill some 40 years ago, when he was a deacon 

at St. Patrick’s in Bridgeport.  He was always looking to raise 

money, and he just came up to me after Mass one day and said, 

‘So, I hear you know how to make pizza frite?’ He wanted it at 

the parish festival, and it became a big hit year after year. From 

then on, he used to call me ‘La Regina de Pizza Frite.’ 

He was my sounding board, and there was a time I was pulling 

away from the Church, disillusioned about the treatment of 

women and other things. It was Father who pulled me back 

again, helping me to see that our ministry was to foster a sense 

of community and to serve others in need, that we have a 

responsibility to each other. 

But he loved to tease. When I bought my first condo years ago, I 

asked Father to bless it. I had a bunch of people assembled, and 

he conducted Mass wearing a colorful stole from Appalachia. 

Then he started his sermon by explaining that he wore that very 

colorful stole ‘in honor of Bernadette’s very colorful language.’

— BERNADETTE BALDINO ’67

Sange would host these shows for Notre Dame, and he 

would always dress up for them—I believe one year he 

was Elvis Presley—and he always embraced whatever 

role he had. ‘Don’t I look good?’ he’d say. He was such 

a showman! But he had such a terrific connection 

with everyone he met. He was a great organizer and 

motivator. When I went to his wake, I looked around at 

the diverse group of people from all parts of his life, and 

it struck me that there wasn’t a person in that room who 

didn’t feel they were really special to him. 

— DEA PAOLETTA AURAY

Bill was both Irish and Italian, but I used to tease him that he was only Irish on March 17. He was very close to his Italian side, and he learned to cook from his Italian grandmother. He’d gather people—friends, students, alumni, and parents—together to ski or to have dinner. He loved to cook and sing and dance, but it was all about creating community.

You know, Pope Francis called for priests to be servant leaders. And Bill was all that, no question. He walked the walk, but he had a lot of fun doing it.  Because of the Festival, he was known as Fr. Garlic. He’d walk around in that big garlic hat, shaking hands and kissing babies, and I’d complain that I was the one working with the students to haul garbage bags to the dumpster. “Well, Larry, we all have our roles,” he’d say.  

— LARRY CARROLL ’72

Bill and I met in the 70s when 

we were both at St. Patrick’s. 

He had such care for his 

students, talking to them 

about whatever was on their 

minds, and always wanting to 

know what was happening in 

their lives. And they stayed 

in touch—you can’t count 

the number of weddings, 

baptisms, and funerals he was 

asked to lead. 

Years ago, I was going to 

Paris, and Bill asked me to 

pick up a bottle of this special 

olive oil. It was only available 

in a single store on an island 

near Notre Dame cathedral, he 

said. The bottles were small, 

so I bought a whole carton. 

Well, my son-in-law lugged 

that carton all over France, 

and we had a big delay at 

Customs on the way back, but 

we finally got it home. Bill was 

ecstatic, but when he pulled a 

bottle out of the carton it said 

on the bottom, ‘Now available 

at Grand Central Station in 

New York!’

— JAN HAFFNER



I got to know Bill when my niece and nephew went 

to Notre Dame, and of course they just loved him. 

We’d often bump into each other at 7-Eleven early 

on Sunday mornings, before we’d head off to our 

respective Masses. Depending on how awake we 

were, we’d talk about our lives. He was always the 

defender of the student regardless of how good or 

how challenging the child was. He continually argued 

that we could do better. He loved a good party, but 

at the end of the day he reflected the goodness and 

mercy of the Lord. He was a wonderful man, but an 

even better priest. Some say he was the face of Notre 

Dame, but I say he was the face of Christ. 

— THE VERY REV. MONSIGNOR— THE VERY REV. MONSIGNOR 

WALTER C. ORLOWSKI, VF, KCHSWALTER C. ORLOWSKI, VF, KCHS  

I had Father for an AP government class, and for our senior 

project we were to write a position paper on a topic of our 

choice. Now, I was fascinated by aviation, transatlantic flight 

paths, and different types of planes. I got it into my head 

to write about TWA Flight 800 being shot down by a U.S. 

missile. Basically, a conspiracy theory about a government 

cover-up. I remember waiting to go into Father’s office 

and thinking there was no way he was going to sanction 

that topic, but to my surprise he okayed it. He knew it was 

unconventional, but he also knew how passionate I was and 

wanted me to write about something I was enthusiastic about. 

— CHRISTOPHER MCCLOWRY ’03
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I met Sange when I was a student at Fairfield 

University, and we kept in touch. Once, when I was 

driving home from a meeting in Boston, I called him 

at midnight, and I asked him to hear my confession. 

‘You’re crazy!’ he said, but he told me to come over. I 

got there and we had wine and talked about life. That 

was Sange—he was always present and would meet 

you where you were. 

People believed in Sange and his ideas because of 

the spark in his eyes and his enthusiasm. The word 

‘enthusiastic’ comes from the Greek word from which 

we get the word ‘theology,’ and theology means 

‘God is in you.’ You knew there was something about 

Sange that brought you closer to God . . . whether you 

wanted it or not. 

 — MICHAEL O’ROURKE



Fr. Bill Sangiovanni Memorial Scholarship Fund 

“BILL WAS ALWAYS LOOKING FOR MONEY, but it was 

always for the students of Notre Dame,” says Larry Carroll, 

executive director for mission and Catholic identity at Sacred 

Heart University. “He invited people to share in his mission 

of giving any kid who wanted it a Notre Dame education, 

regardless of their ability to pay.” 

It was Fr. Bill’s ultimate wish to have a scholarship in his name 

after his death, and Notre Dame is proud to announce the 

establishment of the Fr. Bill Sangiovanni Scholarship Fund. 

A contribution to his scholarship honors Father’s deepest 

belief, that tuition should never be a barrier to a Notre Dame 

education. To donate online, please visit www.notredame.org. 

Or, use the envelope enclosed. 
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Sange and I were in the seminary together, and later we both worked on Stewart McKinney’s Congressional campaign. I ended 

up in D.C. as McKinney’s chief of staff, and Sange left politics and went to Appalachia. One day, I got this phone call from him, 

saying there were some very talented woodworkers in Appalachia and they needed an outlet to sell their crafts. Shortly after, 

a carton packed with 200 elephant cheeseboards shows up in our D.C office! And, you know, we sold out all those elephant 

cheeseboards? That was Sange—he was very entrepreneurial. That was the beginning of Appalachian House, the store in 

Darien that he was instrumental in establishing as an outlet for all those beautiful Appalachian crafts and quilts.  

Sange was probably the only guy from Brooklyn who was a Red Sox fan. It was because his father had played for the Red Sox 

minor league, so he was very loyal to them. He was buried in his Red Sox blanket, just as he wanted. 

— JOE MCGEE

I met Sange when he was a deacon at St. Patrick’s 

and I was in high school. He started the CYO group 

there. It was a remarkable group, full of fun and 

energy and so cohesive, and that was all because 

of Sange. He was just so good at bringing people 

together. We did a lot of community volunteering, 

but we also had a lot of fun, playing softball and 

hosting different socials. I can’t even count the 

number of people who met their future spouses 

through that CYO group. 

Of course, I’m sure Sange went straight to heaven 

after some of the things we put him through. Once, 

we scaled the walls of the rectory and hid in the dark, 

waiting for him to come home. He was shocked, but 

in the end he laughed harder than we did. 

Aldo Gallucci and I lived with Sange at the beach for 

several years. We traveled together, and he got me 

my first teaching job. Sange introduced me to politics 

and was the best man at my wedding. He was the 

wind beneath my wings, and we were truly a family. 

Words can’t describe the impact he had on my life.

— DAVE DEFELICE

When Father Bill asked the Assumption Church Folk Group back in 1978 if anyone would provide music for a weekly Mass with the men at the Bridgeport Correctional Center, we had no clue what to expect. It seemed like an adventure. Who knew that “adventure” would last for 15 years?  
One winter night—we had probably been doing this for 10 years—we had all had rough days at work. We were tired, cold, and cranky, and driving to North Avenue was about the last thing we wanted to do. On the ride over there was a lot of grousing about whether or not the men really cared if we were there, or if they were just coming for the food we put out after. Well, after the homily Father Bill always gave the men a chance to express their feelings. That particular week, all we heard from the men was ‘Thank you, Father Bill, for coming every week.,’ ‘We pray for all of you and your families.’ Well, I can tell you that on the ride home we all agreed that The Holy Spirit had just told us in no uncertain terms to get over ourselves. 

— JEFF AND PATTY MCHUGH



BE IMITATORS OF CHRIST

In Service to Others
We talk about service as an integral part of a Notre Dame education. But how do 

alumni put all that talk into practice once they leave school? 

“I WAS DEFINITELY ONE OF THOSE KIDS in high school 

math class saying ‘I’ll never use this stuff again!’ Now, those 

words have come back to bite me,” admits Michael Paris ’01, 

a sergeant with the Fairfield Police Department.  Besides 

his duties as a police officer, Paris has a specialty in crash 

reconstruction. “When there’s a crash, whether it involves 

cars or tractor trailers or bicycles, it’s my team’s job to 

figure out exactly how and why it happened. And doing that 

requires a lot of math and physics.” 

Paris is also a team leader for the hostage negotiation team 

and vice-president of the police union. Over and over again, 

he’s available to be there for someone in need. “Being the first 

person to help out at a crime scene is very gratifying,” he says, 

adding that his time at Notre Dame was influential in shaping 

both his career and his character. “The computer design 

skills I learned from Mr. Radley Manzo, my writing ability that 

allows me to generate reports that are sometimes hundreds 

of pages, my strong faith and desire to help people were 

shaped one hundred percent by my years at Notre Dame.” 

A few miles away, another grad is putting her education and 

talents to work assisting children in foster care. As a social 

worker with the Massachusetts Department of Children and 

Families, Allisyn Calovine ’08 describes her job as “helping to 

give kids who have been abused, abandoned, or neglected 

their happy endings. I carry a caseload of children, and I 

work to find them their forever families and follow through 

with the legal process to get them adopted. The most 

satisfying part is being able to see a kid through some dark 

days and showing them that it really does get better.”  

Was she influenced by her years at Notre Dame? 

“Absolutely!” she says without hesitation. “Ms. Medoff 

and Fr. Cipriani came to the school when I did, and they 

made service a priority.” Calovine embraced their passion, 

becoming involved in everything she could. She remembers 

traveling to Brooklyn to work at a convent, serving at food 

pantries, and working with children visiting Notre Dame. 

She went to Appalachia each year she was eligible, and 

even chaperoned a trip after she graduated.  “I didn’t know 

then that I would go into social work, but those experiences 

inspired me to go into service. I wanted to do something in a 

helping field,” she says. 

Both Paris and Calovine remain active volunteers in their 

communities.  Paris and his wife Kelly (Fletcher ’01) regularly 

participate in outreach working at soup kitchens, setting 

up toy and clothing drives and assisting other families 

financially. Calovine coached a college cheerleading team, 

and has also chaperoned mission trips led by Assumption 

College, her alma mater. 

“One of the best things my parents ever did for my sisters 

and me was to send us to Notre Dame,” she says. “It’s been a 

stepping stone for everything I’ve done since.” 

Proud Fairfield Police Sargeant Michael Paris ’01. Allisyn Calovine ’08 shares a hug with one of her clients.
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Alumni Association
This summer, a new alumni association will launch as 
the Advancement Department continues to expand 
and further the mission of Notre Dame High School.

“Alumni engagement is one of Notre Dame’s highest priorities,” said Theresa 

(Saia) Marzik ’79, director of special events and alumni relations. This 

association will work to cultivate a strong alumni network through programs, 

services and communications. Our goal is to provide meaningful, lifelong 

opportunities for alumni to stay involved with our Lancer family. 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING in this exciting new initiative, please contact the alumni 

office at tmarzik@notredame.org.

Remembering Notre Dame in your estate plans can be a simple andRemembering Notre Dame in your estate plans can be a simple and
financially advantageous way to make a difference at our school.financially advantageous way to make a difference at our school.

A will is one of the most important documents you will ever craft. We all understand that it dictates how 

you want your assets distributed after you pass but most importantly, it serves as a final statement of 

what you valued most in your life. In addition to caring for loved ones, consider the effect that you can 

have on our school’s mission tomorrow. With the addition of one sentence to your will, you can support 

future generations of Lancers. A gift of any amount or percentage of your estate can have a powerful 

impact on our community.  

IF YOU WOULD LIKE MORE INFORMATIONIF YOU WOULD LIKE MORE INFORMATION about how to incorporate Notre Dame into your estateabout how to incorporate Notre Dame into your estate

plans, please contact Julie Davis at 203-372-6521, ext. 244.plans, please contact Julie Davis at 203-372-6521, ext. 244.

Creating a Lancer LegacyCreating a Lancer Legacy

Lancer Legacy gifts can be funded with:Lancer Legacy gifts can be funded with:

Bonds 401(k)s/ IRAs   Mutual Funds 

Savings Accounts  CDs Life Insurance  

Stocks Appreciated Property
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